INTERIM  ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEBICAL  ■ OFFICER  OP  HEALTR  ' ' 

to  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  DEBEN 
for  the  year  1944. 

Hr.  C hairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  ray  Report  for  the  year  1944,  on  the  lines 
indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

STATISTICS. 

Population  The  fibres  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General 

give  an  estimated  mid  year  population  o-f  23^090. 
(This  is  an  increase  of  450  on  the  figures  for 


1943,  viz.  22.640 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

Male  Female 

Legitimate 

357 

194  163 

Illegitimate 

54 

24  30 

This  gives  a Birth  Rate,  per  1, 

000  population 

, of  17„8. 

(.England  and  Wales  17.6)., 

STILL  BIRTHS  • 

Total 

Male  Female 

Legitimate 

8 

3 5 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 1 

This  gives  a Still  Birth  Rate,  per  1 

,000  population  of  0,4 

(England  and  Wales  c.5). 

DEATHS 

Total 

Male  Female 

295 

160  135 

p ■ e ' 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  therefore  ^^^per  1, 

000  population. 

(England  and  Wales  11.6). 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Ra t e.  ner  1 ,000.  Total 

Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

. 2.4 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

1 

2.4 

DEATH  RATE  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  1 

YEAR  OF  AGE 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live 

Births 

38 «,.9 (England  & 

W'ales  46) 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  • 

Live  Births 

39.2 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1, 

00 

Illegitimate 

Live  Births 

37 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  age 

s ) 

43 

Deaths  from.  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age) 

1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Yv^elfare,  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal 
Diseases  are  all  administered  by  the  County  Council, 


1. 


IITPESTATION. 


Infestation  by  vermin^  lice,  etc.,  is  met  by 

(a)  the  re-^ular  examindation  and  cleansing  of  children 

by  the  School  Nurses 

(b)  hospitilisation  of  adults  and  children  under  school  age 

v;hen  required. 

Fumigation  of  premises,  supply  of  soap  and  insecticides,  and 
vjhere  requested,  steam  disinfectin,  inciriKtion  of  bedding,  etc, 
are  other  adjuncts  to  personal  cleansing.  During  the  year  under 
rovievj  no  cases  were  presented  for  such  treatment. 

Infestation  by  scabies  mites  has  decreased  all  round,  so 
that  the  very  fev^  cases  reported  were  dealt  with  at  home  either 
by  the  District  Nurse  or  the  householder  under  supervision, 
benzylbenzoate  emulsion  being  used  in  all  cases,  with  good  results. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  district  is  su'  piled  t',roug':'.  public  v;ater  mains  in  31 
of  the  G4  parishes ; dho  rem-^infig  33  parishes  depending  upon 
v:ells  in  the  crag  sand  or  the  deeper  chalk  strata. 

1..  During  1944,  despite  a period  of  relative  drought,  there 
^.■a~  no  falling  off  cithnr  in  quality  or  quantity  of  the  v^ater 
supply,  public  or  private... 

2,  The  Deben  Water  Scheme,  in  two  zones,  covers  21  parishes, 
the  -.'ater  being  pumped  to  two  water  towers.  One  source  is  from 
s^ar face  springs,  the  other  is  frcjn  tv/o  deep  bores. 

The  remaining  10  parishes  on  mains  supply,  are  served  as 
follows ; - 

Woodbridge  Waterworks  Company  - 1 Parish 
Felixstowe  Waterworks  Company  - 7 Parishes 
Ipswich  Corporation  Watcrv/oiks  •-  2 Parishes 

Du.ring  the  year  one  sample  taken  at  source  and  tv/o  others 
at  points  on  the  supply  line  were  satisfactory,  chemically  and 
bacteriologically. 

3,  No  evidence  of  pollution  was  found  in  piped  supplies, 
pollution  of  private  supplies,  o.g.  wells,  bores,  etc.,  was  net 

by  instructions  as  to  cleansing  of  the  well,  etc,,  and  dnrilisation 
in  the  home. 

4,  No,  of  Inhabited  houses  in  1944  a . 7,379 

Peculation  (Rogistrar-Cenoral ) a 23,090 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  » 3 

D’.velling-hous GS  supplied  by  mains  water  by  Deben  R.  D.  C. 

(a)  direct  to  houses  1209  i.o,  16^ 

(b)  by  stand-pipes  to  groups  of  houses  435  i.e,  6^ 

Figures  for  the  otl.er  parishes  supplied  by  other  Authorities 
then  Dobon  are  uncertain  so^  that  an  approximate  figure  for  the 
■•■'.ole  Doben  area  would  bc:- 

(a)  20^ 

(b)  9^ 

Proportion  of  powulation  supplied  by  piped  wator,  on 
. rallcl  lines  to  t2;o  above  aperoxir.iatlon,  night  bo  taken  as : - 


by  Direct  supply  by  main  to  house 
by  s tna''’-plp''/-to  grou.os  of  houses 


NOTIFIABLE  LI S F^_S_E^(0_T1.^R  TNAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURIITO  1944. 


Disease . 

• 

Total 
no  t i " 
fied 

Age 

Group 

tt"?r 

hSS^ 

ital 

! 1 
Tot-  i 
al 

Deaths 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 ^ 

10 

15 

20 

35 

4 5 

65 

up 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

“ 

2 

9 

1 

3 

1 

1 

. 

. 

9 

Nil 

Zliohthcria 

3 

- 

1 

2 

3 

! Nil 

hho oping-  cough 

27 

2 

2 

4 

5 

3 

9 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Nil 

Measles 

15 

1 

- 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

. 

Nil 

An t . p 0 1 c my e liids 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.. 

- 

- 

: 

1 - 

1 

Nil 

T3y)hoid  Fever 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

“ 

1 

Nil 

Parat^ghcad  R)\or 

2 

1 

.... 

1 

2 

Mil 

Pneumonia 

51 

12 

- 

3 

1 

1 

2 

■7 

8-: 

13 

2 

10  1 

Dys entry 

29 

1 

O 

1 

2 

2 

8 

2 

1 

7 

3 

- 

i “ 

3 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

13 

... 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

11 

"" 

Nil  1 

Puerperal 

j 

1 

1 

i 

Pyrexia 

3 

3 

- 

2 

1 

OnhthaTinla 

1 

[ 

1 

i Noonatoram 

^ 2 

2 i 

1 

i 

i - ' 

! _ 

2 ! 

Nil 

1 .-alc.ria 

I 2 

-1 

j 

1 - , 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

2 

- 

i “ 

1 

i Id 

2 ! 

i 

Nil 

None  of  tlie  infoctiouG  dicoasGS  roachocl  opldonic  proporions 
c:arin2  the  year,;  The  cases  of  dy sentry  were  Tinted  to  tliroo 
par  ashes  - one  having  tv/o  thirds  cf  the  total  nur.iher  notified; 
the  other  tv:o  having  traceable  contacts  with  the  original.  Three 
casos  occurred  amongst  the  military  stationed  in  'tlio  area, 

■Sixteen  casos  of  Infectious  Jaundice  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

BII-IITIIERIA. 

Six  cases  were  notified,  only  one  being  that  of  a child  under 
15  years  of  age  who  had  actually  completed  a course  of  imnunisation. 
Tleree  others  were  not  diphtheria  on  final  diagnosis  and  2 others 
occurred  amongst  the  military. 

Anti-diphtheria  imreunisation  was  continued  as  in  prvious 
years  - the  f ignores  being  as  follows 

Under  5 years . 5-15  ^/ears. 

No,  Imunised  during  1944  163  19 

Estimated  proportion  of  child) 
oooulation  protected  by  ) 

end  of  1944  ) 86^  90% 

T~j3ER  gulp  sis  . An  analysis  of  the  year's  figures  is  appended. 
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In  addition  to  tho  alDovo  total  of  nov;  cases  notified 
there  v:oro.3  cases  of  v/hich  Infornation  v/as  got  otherv/ise 
than  hy  notification  , viz.  from  Death  Returns,  i.e,  89^  of 
ner:  cases  wore  actually  brought  to  tho  notice  of  this 
Dcpartnent  by  notification  before  death. 

During  194'4  thoro  wore  14  cases  removed  from  the 
Tuberculosis' Register  for  reasons  tabulated  bolow?- 


Diagnosis,  nof" 

, cstablishod 
Removed  to  other  , 
districts 

Cured 

Pulmonary  Non-?  Pulmonary  Total 

■ 'M'  F , ,,M  ' F 

- - - 1 1 

2 2 -1  5 

11  2 4 8 

Cas.es  . of 'Tuberculosis 
. coming  into  tho 
area  from  other 

districts  • ; 1 2 1 2 6 

Other  Public  Realth  matters  and  statistics  are  hold  over 
for  tho  Post-v/ar  Survey  Report., 


I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  M.  VHilTEPORD. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


